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The Difficulties in Conducting Sex Assault Investigations
The role of a law enforcement agency or personnel is to ensure that the perpetrators of crime whether murder or sexual assaults are arrested, convicted and charged for the crimes that they have committed. However, over the years, sexual assault cases have gone unprosecuted, and the suspects left walking free without being charged because of the challenges or difficulties that derail the investigation processes. As discussed in this essay, some of the difficulties that inhibit the investigations of sexual assault cases include gender stereotype, weak policies, and missed investigative opportunities. 
Gender Stereotype
According to Kamara (2016), the cause of sexual violence is associated with the country’s stereotypical beliefs and attitudes toward gender differences. Gender inequality and disparity has been a major issue of concern in American society for centuries. Women have been denied opportunities to express themselves and their problems. As a result, this has resulted in increased crime level associated with gender disparity. Kamara (2016) reports that sexual violence has always existed in the society, but the stigmatization surrounding the incidence makes it difficult for victims to come out and report the matter to the relevant authorities. The cases, therefore, becomes difficult to investigate, especially when it takes years after the incidence occurred. The most recent case that has been on the media is the case of Harvey Weinstein who was accused by about 75 women that he had assaulted them sexually. Even though the case has caught the attention of the public towards the end of 2017, but some women like the actress Paz de la Huerta claimed that Weinstein raped her in her apartment in 2010 (CBC News, 2017). Rape cases are easy to solve when they are reported early enough because the victim must be investigated by the doctors to prove that she was actually raped. Otherwise, everything that the victims will be saying will remain a story or allegation just like the Huerta’s case. However, this has been mainly caused by the gender stereotype that the society has created towards the women. Women have been considered to be inferior and subordinate to men. This kind of attitude has resulted in the thinking that women can be raped or sexually assaulted and the perpetrator can get away with it. 
Weak Policies
Another difficulty in conducting sexual assault investigations is weak policies that support sexual assault investigations. As a result, people accused of assault never get to face the justice system because they can maneuver themselves through the justice departments. Most of the investigations of sexual assault get derailed at the investigation level before they are even taken to the courts for prosecutions; especially it involves powerful people like Weinstein. Such weak policies include the time limit for statute cases. CBC News (2017) compiles some of the cases that have been derailed from the investigation including the case of Corey Fieldman who claimed that he was sexually assaulted as a child. The L.A Police detectives closed the case citing that it the statute of limitations had expired. Even though the case was launched in 2017, it was later closed quickly before even moving to the prosecution because of the weak or inadequate policies. In another example of a sexual assault case, Jackson (2018) explains, most of the American colleges have been accused of inhibiting sexual assault investigations with their weak policies. In one of the cases in Yale University, about 60 cases were filed regarding sexual assault, but only about 15 were taken seriously. In these 15, only five perpetrators were expelled, and ten others suspended or given reprimand (Jackson, 2018). This is a clear demonstration that the policies that exist are weak and cannot support sexual assault investigations, which could lead to a conviction. 
Missed Investigative Opportunities
Lastly, another factors or difficulty that derails sexual assault investigations include the missed investigative opportunities. According to Doolittle (2017), most of the sexual assault cases are derailed by the law enforcement officers who are responsible for investigations. In some of the cases, especially in Timmins Police Service in the Northern Ontario, sexual assault suspects are left to go around. As Doolittle (2017) explains, a constable in Timmins Police Service left a sexual assault suspect citing that educating him would be better than charging him. The worse thing, as Doolittle (2017) explains, is that the constable reached this decision before even questioning the suspect, or sending the urine sample for toxicology test despite the victim reported the case. This issue of the people mandated to keep investigations and ensure that the perpetrators of such crimes are convicted the ones assisting in derailing the cases has significantly affected the progress of many sexual assault cases in the United States. In some instances, the justice system has also been accused of showing a soft spot for the suspects who have been accused of sexual assault. As Levin (2018) explains, a judge in California was called after he gave an inadequate sentence to a sexual assault offender. In his decision, the judge claimed that sentencing the suspect to more years in prison would affect him negatively. Therefore, the pattern of missed investigative opportunities continues to impact the sexual assault investigations negatively. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, many factors contribute to the failure of cases regarding sexual assault, but as discussed in this essay, most of the cases are derailed by missed investigative opportunities, weak policies, and gender stereotype. Sexual assault crimes are serious and should be considered so by the law enforcement agencies and the criminal justice system as a whole. The society needs to start thinking and perceiving the impacts of sexual assaults as serious as they are because if nothing is done, the situation will be the same and more cases will be reported, and no one will act.
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